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Tŝilhqot’in Nation Condemns BC Law Society’s Failure to Reprimand Lawyer’s 

Misconduct in Residential School Claims   

 

Williams Lake, BC: The Tŝilhqot’in Nation is condemning the BC Law Society’s ruling of a 
one-month suspension and $4000 fine for Vancouver lawyer Stephen John Bronstein as a 
result of his professional misconduct where he mishandled the cases of his clients who 
were residential school survivors. Many of his clients were from the Tŝilhqot’in Nation. 
 Bronstein’s professional misconduct came to light in 2012, when survivors complained that one of Bronstein’s employees, Ivan Johnny, a residential school survivor himself and 
convicted murderer on parole, was allegedly intimidating and extorting residential school 
survivors to give Johnny a portion of their compensation money for physical and emotional 
abuse through the Indian Residential Indian Schools Agreement (IRSSA).  
 
According to news reports, Bronstein admitted that he failed “to investigate adequately or address complaints” about Johnny’s alleged conduct. He also admitted failing to provide 
adequate service to 17 clients. Nonetheless, Bronstein received a penalty that the president 
of the disciplinary committee described (in dissent) as ‘grossly inadequate’ and that even 
the two members of the committee comprising the majority agreed fell outside the range of 
fair or reasonable disciplinary outcomes. 
 
There has been an outcry from many since the ruling was announced Thursday, May 27, 
2021, with many questioning the BC Law Society’s decision-making process and what it is 
doing to protect the most vulnerable members in society. 
 
Quotes: 

 

Nits’ilʔin (Chief) Joe Alphonse, Tŝilhqot’in National Government  “The failure to appropriately condemn this misconduct, is yet another injustice and stain on 
the handling of the victims and survivors of residential schools. Bronstein failed to protect 
his clients and created a situation of further victimization and trauma for survivors. This 
outcome makes a mockery of justice. Our people have been through enough without having 
to contend with further ignorance and failure of the Canadian legal system. This case 
needed further investigation into the serious claims being made about Ivan Johnny’s 
intimidation and extortion of clients. It took a lot of courage for witnesses to come forward, 
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and this is what they have to show for it – nothing. Bronstein basically got off with no 
repercussion. Once again the system has let us down.”  
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Tŝilhqot’in National Government 
(250)-305-7885 
myanna@tsilhqotin.ca 
 

 

 

 

mailto:myanna@tsilhqotin.ca

